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NEWS FROM THE MIDDLE AND HIGH

SCHOOLS
MARCH 2008
Sunday, March 2" at 3PM MAG Concert in Old Gym at 3PM
Wednesday, March 5" PTSA Math and Science Night
Monday,Marcthth 0B6 Day Schedule at the high school
March 10" and 11" HS WASL Reading
Wednesday, March 12 at 7PM 7" Grade Parent Meeting
March 12" and 13" HS WASL Writing
Friday, March 14" 6" Period Day Schedule at the high school
Wednesday, March 19" at 7PM 11" Grade Parent Meeting
March 24™ & 27th Musician in Residence
Tuesday, March 25" at 7PM 8" Grade Parent Meeting
Thursday, March 25" at 5:30PM School Board Meeting
Wednesday, March 26" (tentative date) MS Spaghetti Dinne r
Friday, March 28" K -12 Noon Dismissal
Saturday, March 2 o Funhouse Science Fair
Saturday, March 29 ™ at 10:00 AM Swil Kanim Workshop at the Oddfellows Hall
Saturday, March 29 ™ at 6:00 PM Swil Kanim Potluck & Performance at Oddfellows Hall
Monday, March 31% at 7 PM Town Hall Meeting at the Orcas Seni or Center

PRI NCI PAL8S I NFORMATI ON

Our students and staff worked together on Friday, February 18'to get help for a student in a life threatening
situation.  Students, Alex Waldron, Josh Inch, and Chris Walsh and staff members Nancy Wrigtthan and
Kari Schuh acted quickly and efficiently to provide assistance for a student who needed it.




OnFriday,FebruarylS‘h, three high school students may wel |l have
o grade students took some prescriptionifis before leaving home on Friday, February 5 He rode to

school on the school bus and students observed that he was acting oddly. When he got off the bus he vomited,

which convinced students that something was very wrong. One student, Alex Watdremained with the

student. The other two students, Josh Inch and Chris Walsh, went to the office to summon help.

School counselor, Nancy Wrightsman called 911 and EMT and teacher, Kari Schuh responded immediately
When the aid car arrived, Kari Schin and Nancy Wrightsman were with the student. Kari Schuh stayed with
him until he was airlifted to a mainland hospital.

At this time, the young man who was flown off island is doing well and will be returning to school in the beginning
of March. As you would expect, he will be returning to sai with a plan to help ensure that there will be no
repeat of any such incident in the future.

We never want another such event but it is good to know that our students and staff are ready to respond if
they are needed.

This was a pretty upsetting event for all of our students. Nancy Wrightsman and | have listened to many of the
students abou this. Please let us knowyu feel that a student needs our attention or further support.

STAFFING CHANGES

In February the Orcas Island School Board approved additional staffing so that Marta Branch became a full
time teacher at OASIS High School. This change allows Marta to better serve the numbers of students
who are currently in OASIS Hig h School.

Serra Benson has taken over as the teacher for the Applied Math 1 class that Marta could no longer teach.

In addition, Paul Evans has returned early from his leave of absence to teach the Desktop Publishing class that
Serra Benson was teading. Moving everyone around has taken a bit of time and students and staff are
adjusting well to the changes.

Deni se O8Toole has also joined the middle school staff
class. She will be workingith 7" graders who need some extra help in mathematics.
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MUSIC! MUSIC! MUSIC! PROGRAM

No matter your musi cal preference, thereds something f
OMusic, Music, Music6 ¢ o SBunday, Mar ch 2 at 3:00pmin the Old Gym. Come enjoy the music of our
community and school performers!

Admission by donation with reception following. All proceeds benefit the school music program. Please make
checks payable to The Orcas Island Community=oundation. This concert is sponsored by the Music
Advocacy Group.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

Congratulations to the following students who were inducted into the National Honor Society on February
13™; LaniePadbury, Maddie Smith, Elli Bla ine, Lily Sky, and Emma Gallo-Chasanoff

Current National Honor Society members, Melissa Moran-Hodge, Cara Peacock, Anthony Ghazel, Megan
Corbett and Jenna Schmidt did an excellent job of leading the induction ceremony.

Students must have an overall 3Grade Point Average in order to request consideration for admission to the
National Honor Society. In addition to a high level of scholarship, the students must also demonstrate
outstanding leadership, service and character.

SPAGHETTI DI NNER

The Annual Middle School Spaghetti Dinner has been tentatively scheduled for the evening of March 28
in the school cafeteria. Rita Harvey will once again do a wonderful job of cooking spaghetti for most of the
island and once again parents, studenand staff will help to make this a not to be missed island event.

There will be two seatings: B 6:30PM and 6:30 0 8PM in the school cafeteria on March 28'. Tickets will be
$6 for children under 12, and $8 for adultsBoth vegetarian and meat spghetti sauces will be available.

Tickets will be available from middle school students, and all proceeds will be used to support middle school
student activities. Please plan to attend and enjoy a fine dinner and our middle school students.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CAUCUS

A huge thank you to Rena Patty who ran a presidential caucus for the middle school students in the week
before break. Joining caucuses around the country, our students worked together to select delegates for both
democratic and epublication candidates.

WASL
The10™ grade WASL tests start this month with the Reading WASL Tests on March 10 ™ and 11" and
the Writing WASL Tests on March 12 " and 13". Students are required to pass the WASL as one of the
requiremerts to earn a high school diploma. We expect our students to do very well on these tests due in part
to their own efforts and in part to the efforts of their teachers K10.

In the WASL tests, the students are asked to apply skills that they have learneahd practiced for many years.

For the reading test, the students are asked to read passages and answer questions that require them to read
critically and to respond clearly to the questions. For the writing tests, the students are asked to write two
essays, in which they demonstrate correct use of English to make their point and lay out their arguments clearly.
These are skills that most of our students have by the T@rade.

However, some students do not pass one or several of the WASL tests on thiefirst try or they are absent on
the test date. If a student fails or does not take any of the tests, he/she can retake that test in summer or
during the next school year. Students will have at least five opportunities to take the WASL before their
graduation date. Very few of our students need more than a second chance in order to pass a test.

If your student is sick on any of the WASL test dates, do not hesitate to keep him/her home. The test can
be taken again in the summer or in the neghool year and a student will do better if he/she is not ill when
testing. If he/she missed one day of the reading or one day of the writing, the test will not count and the
student will have to retake the entire test at another scheduled testing tim&e are not allowed to give the
tests at any but the state testing times.

In order to allow our test takers to concentrate entirely on taking the WASL, we begin regular high school
classes on WASL test days at 10:45am. This schedule change allowsast 10" graders the opportunity
finish or almost finish their WASL test without missing any of their classes. Since the tests are not timed,
students may continue to work on a test for the entire day if they wish to do so.



This is the time schedule thawe are planning to use for March 1314", 15" and 16" at the high school:

WASL and Work Time 8:30610:30

Break 10:30 6 10:45
1st period 10:45-11:50
2nd period 11:55-12:25
Lunch 12:25 & 1:05 (no change)

2nd period(continues) 1:10-1:55
3rd period 2:00-3:05

Note that 2™ period has some extra minutes because it is cut into two pieces.

All students are welcome to come to school at 8:30 to work agsignments or to get some extra help from their
teachers. The computer lab will be open for student use and teachers will be available to provide assistance.

Seventeenth Annual Road Less Graveled

Women: Explore Careers in Trades & Technology Friday, March 21, 2008 from9 a.m- 1:30 p.mat

Bellingham Technical College Building G . If you @an't come for the whole eventrop in on your Lunch Hour!
Resource Tables and Hands-On Area are open to the public from 10:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.anongoing effort

to highlight careers in the trades and technology as a means towards economic stability, Bellingham Technical
College, together with its partners, Whatcom Community College, Western Washington University,

Northwest Indian College, Workforce Development Council, Northwest Washington Job Corps,

Employment Security, Whatcom Tech Prep Consortium and Whatcom Tradeswomen, hosts an annual
conference featuring women working in trade occupations.

Presentations feature women working successfully ire¢le career areas:
Construction/Electrical

Computer Networking
Engineering/CAD

Welding

Survey & Mapping

Emergency Response

Law Enforcement

Automotive/Auto Collision Technology
Heavy-Equipment Operation

Process Technology



Instrumentation
Apprenticeships

Mili tary
Transportation
And mor eé.

Outside demos, Hands on activities, Opportunities to win prizednformation and resources for employment,
funding, and training will be available from local organizations and agencies.

Community sponsorship has allowed us grant scholarships for schooling or for tools/equipment for the past
two years. Conference attendance is required for eligibility. Applications are available at the conference.

Please join us in this special event:
If you are curious about career optins
If you want to expand your horizons

If you'd like information about employment opportunities with local businesses

If you are an employer interested in diversifying your employee base

If you are a service provider interested in nontraditional careertmms.

For more information, call Jane LowaNebster at Bellingham Technical College (360) 752-8441 or email
iwebste@btc.ctc.edu

To r egister for the FREE 2007 conference, call (360) 752-8350.

SPEC IAL EDUCATION

The Orcas Island School District's DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION serves
people with disabilities from birth to age 21. If you suspect that you or your child may have a disability, please
call the District Office at 376 -2284.

ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT CARD

The Annual School Report Card for the Orcas Island School District and its individual schools as required
by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act can be found at www.k12.wa.ushttp://www.k12.wa.us>
(Click on ESEA Report C  ard link, select Orcas Island School District, and click on ESEA Report



mailto:jlwebste@btc.ctc.edu

Card for the district or an individual school.) If you do not have Internet access, copies of the Annual Report
Card are available at the District Office.”

COUNSELOR NE WS

The second half of the school year is flying by. The first full week of March marks the middle of the third
quarter in the middle and high schools. Check with your student about his or her second semester courses.
Progress Reports will be sent soorotany students who have 70% or lower in a class.

TESTING:

WASL testing begins on March 16' this year for all tenth graders, for any eleventh graders who are retaking
sections, and for ninth graders who registered to take the test early. This year thadig and writing sections

will be given March 16 through March 13" and the math and science sections will be given Aprilthllﬁrough

the 18th. The test will only be given on these dates: there are no maks. If a student misses a section,

he/she nmust register to take that test during the summer or during the next school year. The high school

WASL is given early so students can receive scores in June and schedule retakes in the summer if needed. All
students intending to earn a Washington publiachool diploma must pass the WASL in order to graduate.

Please encourage your student to be present and to be thorough. WASLs for all other grade levels begin the
week of April 14™.

For those planning to take either the ACT or SAT this spring, registra tion deadlines are imminent. Register
by April 1st for the May 3rd SAT  which will be given at OHS. Register by May 6th for theJune 7th

SAT which will be given at Lopez High School. The registration deadline for th&pril 12th ACT testis
March 7th. Juniors should consider taking the ACT this April or the SAT | this May, especially if they are
applying to out-of-state or private colleges next year. If students will be completing physics, AP US History,
Spanish Ill, AP European, or Integrated Math Il this year, they may want to take the SAT Il as well.
Registration forms are available in the main office, or register online at collegeboard.com or act.org.

AP EXAMS

AP Exams are scheduled for May 5th through May 18'. Students must pay for their examisy March 14th.
Checks should be made out to the Orcas Island School District and given to Georgia by that date so the

tests can be ordered. The cost this year for each exam is $84 unless students qualify for the Free and
Reduced Lunch Program. If you @, please see the counselor to complete some simple paperwork. The cost of
each test for those students is $5.



POST HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING:

I am scheduling appointments to talk with all juniors about their senior and ysesbndary plans! will also
instruct students in the use of the Peterson and WOIS software. These allow students to research careers,
college majors, and colleges online. If you would like to schedule a pateiient appointment to discuss your

student s statusl. and plans, please ¢

Bellingham Techni cal Coll egebds High School Student/ Par i
excellent technical school that places 85% to 90% of its graduates each year. Since they offer 50 different
programs, they are splitting the focus ovewb nights:

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Our scholarship bookletwith information about local monies available for graduating seniors will be given to

each senior in early April. Be sure both you and your senior take a look at it to insure that deadlines are met
and applications have been completed accurately and legibly. Last year at graduation this community
contributed nearly $60,000 in locally generated monies for graduating seniors.

Girlsé6 and Boysd @il lmetchosenederireApre or May Twoyueis girls and two junior
guys will be chosen by the local American Legion Auxiliary and the American Legion respectively to represent
OHS at these week long, summer conventions at which students learn about Washington State government
firsthand. Costs are underwritten by the American Legion Auxiliary and the American Legion. Special

thanks to them for offering this opportunity to OHS juniors every year. Applications are available; so, please
encourage your junior to apply. This is a wonderful leang experience for students as well as a fine addition to
their resume.

SWIL KANIM WORKSHOP

Saturday, March 29 ™ from 10:008 12:00 there will be a Swil Kanim Worksho@o The EIl ements of Hon
Actiond at t he Oddfidntedtd youthsandkheit familiesTThareswill besan evening

performancedd An | nti mate Evening with Swil Kani mo with a po
at the Oddfellows Hall. There will be a $10.00 charge per person for the evening perfaance.

FREE COMPOSTING SEMINAR

Saturday March 8th 9 aimnNoonOrcas Islan&enior Center
Saturday March 8th 1:30 pim4:30 pmSan Juan Islan8enior Center



Sunday March 9th 10 ainl pmLopezElementary School

A Learn how andyadwaste o suild heaithy,productive soil with improved
waterholding capacity.

A Get ideas for managing brush piles as wildl
A Save money on your trash disposal bill, whi
emissions.
Compost ng is natureds recycling system € easy ar
and art of it.
Pl ease bring your lunch and refreshments. This wil!/l be

own trash or choose reusable or recyclable ragtls.

Sponsored by San Juan County Solid Waste Division, WSU Extension Master Gardeners, and San
Juan Islands Conservation District,

Contact 370 -0503 for more information.

GRAD O4NIGHT FUNDRAISER DINNER

The Grad -Night Fundraiser Dinner will be held March 3¢ at 6:00 pm at the Senior Center. Tickets will be
$35. 00 per person and can be purchased at Darvill 6s Bo

food consisting of fresh vegetable spring rolls, coconut soup, pad thai with praywgreen curry with chicken,
steamed jasmine rice and for dessérice cream. Asian Pear wine will be available for purchase. If you have any
guestions please call Nancy Schmidt at 3761396.
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SNOW SPORTS CLUB

February was a bust! Despite lage amounts of snowfall at Mt. Baker, both of our scheduled trips were

cancelled. This first from too much snow and the second because of rising feeezing levels which forced a road
closure due to avalanche danger. The club will make up these two missed fdaysFebruary along with the
previously cancelled trip from January on March 1st, 8th, and 15th. We will end the day at Mt. Baker with
swimming in Anacortes and pizza on the ferry.

Apologies go out to all the students for which these cancellations andeihmake up days will cause conflicts
with other scheduled activities. The Mt. Baker Ski Area has to be conservative in their decision making
process with regards to student safety and the always difficult task of predicting winter weather.



Looking aheadand given the weather we experienced during the Winter break, it appears that winter may have
lost its grip. While anything is possible, the second half of our season may provide some spring like conditions
for skiing and riding. Students wishing to walkndfor one or more of our trips are welcome. Please pick up the
necessary forms at the High School office. For any questions, please feel free to call Savvy Sanders at 376
4103 or email me asavvy@rockisland.com

Work Based Learning/Career Choices student

Jake Giriffith

Jake Griffith completed two instructional Work Based Learning credits this past semester through Orcas
High School, one as a volunteer at Moran State Park and the other as a teadhg assistant (TA) for Marta
Branch. These two jobs plus his day to day schoolwork kept him very busy, however, Jake liked the variety
that each type of vocation offered.

As a volunteer at the park Jake has been carrying out all types of interestingdafun projects. He has

repaired bridges that have rotted over the years from wind, sun, rain, and lots of foot traffic. These bridges
needed the top boards replaced, meanwhile the underlying log supports were still in good shape. Jake has had
to measue the exact location for the new boards to be installed without using the same nail hole pattern. The
old holes in the log supports were rotted down enough that Jake needed to reposition the new nail holes so the
board would hold. Jake feels his Wooddass with Mark Padbury helped to prepare him for this type of

project at his park job.
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